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COMMENTS: 
 
I work for the Indiana Local Technical Assistance Program and I am a registered 
Professional Engineer and I teach a Work Zone Safety Workshop to the locals.  I have 
also been through ATSSA’s certification programs.  I also have supervised road 
construction contractors on behalf of local governments during my time in the private 
sector.  The following comments are a blend of what I have experienced in the field, the 
complexities of learning about Work Zone Safety and the difficulties in trying to make 
Work Zone Safety a teachable, practical and useful tool. 
 
I have read the docket and I only have a few comments.  I like the idea of total road shut 
downs.  The thrust of this docket is to keep the road user in mind.  As I have studied the 
statistics, I have learned that the biggest number of fatalities comes when a driver kills 
himself by driving recklessly or uninformed through a work zone.  We are trying to 
encourage contractors and designers to make sure the speed of the motorists is not 
decreased significantly through the work zone.  This seems contradictory to traffic safety, 
since we know that obstructions cause delays in perception/reaction time and that the 
higher the speed the greater the chance for serious injury or death.  We are asking our 
designers and contractors to leave speeds higher with significant distractions for the 
driver to maneuver around.  Are we thinking about the driver in this case? 
 
After studying a few example problems in setting up traffic control, it soon becomes 
complicated and confusing, the more we try not to “hinder” traffic, the tougher the work 
zone Traffic Control Plan becomes, especially when we start implementing phases.  The 
ability to teach concise, proven methods becomes very difficult.  If the road was 
completely closed, then a safe detour route could be developed.  Sure there are tons of 
considerations, but it would be interesting to see if we could keep the driver & workers 
alive by detouring, thus slowing his speed, him through a work zone. 
 
Also in regards to deaths, OSHA has recognized another large portion of Work Zone 
deaths comes from the contractor killing his own worker.  There is a need out there for 



highway workers to attend a safety class on the dangers of work zones, e.g., on-coming 
traffic, backing of large vehicles, flagger station safety, etc.  I hope this docket will 
address that issue too. 
 
The last concern I have in regards to this issue is in the constructability and the integrity 
of bridge structures.  Recently, FHWA and others, have found that the quality of bridge 
decks have started to diminish due to traffic being allowed to continue to cross the bridge 
during construction.  The vibration of traffic has caused the fresh concrete to become 
segregated or over “vibrated”. 
 
I support the FHWA in their efforts to make Work Zones Safer.  It has become quite a 
problem in this country and I believe we can get some general support for changes due to 
the fact that everyone is concerned with saving lives.  Please keep me informed on the 
progress of this docket and please work through Bill Evans, FHWA LTAP Coordinator, 
to continue to get input from the local side of transportation. 


